Pediatric nurse practitioners: primary care providers and case managers for chronically ill children at home.
A new role has been developed for pediatric nurse practitioners that is home based and provides primary care and case management for chronically ill children. In a pilot program at Children's Hospital and Health Center in San Diego, pediatric nurse practitioners address the complex needs of chronically ill children who require comprehensive care, education, psychosocial support, and coordination of services. This article describes the population, program, and expanded role for PNPs, emphasizing case management, management of chronic illness, minor illnesses, and management of well child care. Clinical impressions of the benefits of the role to the child and family are presented.